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We would like to acknowledge the 

traditional custodians of the 

land on which we meet, and pay 

our respects to elders past, 

present and emerging.

We also accept the invitation in 

the Uluru Statement from the 

Heart to walk together with 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples in a movement 

of the Australian people for a 

better future.

Acknowledgement of Country 
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Welcome
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Too many students do not complete schooling…COVID-19 

increases the risk of more students disengaging

4

~70,000 students in Australia do not attain a Year 12 certificate or equivalent qualification

Estimated1 number of students not attaining 

a year 12 or equivalent qualification

000’s of students, 2016

25.1

14.9

17.2

7.1

1.7
2.6

1.1 1.5

VicNSW Qld WA SA ACTTas NT

• 1Estimated based on potential year 12 population calculated as the estimated resident population aged 15–19 divided by five (ROGS)

• Source: ROGS 2018, Chapter 4 School Education 



E4L partnered with researchers and educators to understand 

evidence and practical insights on disengagement
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The more we 

understand about 

disengagement, 

both indicators 

and possible 

interventions, the 

more students we 

can re-engage in 

their education to 

help improve 

their education 

and wellbeing 

outcomes

Global literature 

review
(40 empirical studies)

Case study 

investigation 
(10 Victorian schools)

Insights paper for 

practitioners

2018 Project 2020 Project (COVID-19)

Review of 

selected literature

School leader 

interviews
(5 Victorian schools)

Insights paper for 

practitioners



A definition of disengagement…
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“They may be blurred 

into each other – at 

risk, they are still 

attending school and 

it’s about working out 

what those barriers are 

that could be affecting 

them; disengaged, they 

have already given up.”

The Victorian Department of Education and Training considers a 

student to be disengaged from education when they:

• do not participate in all areas of the school including academic, 

social and extracurricular activities

• do not feel included in, or have a sense of belonging to, the 

school, and 

• are not personally invested in and taking ownership of their 

learning.



What does the evidence say about the strongest predictors of 

student disengagement from school?
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What does the evidence say about the strongest predictors of 

student disengagement from school?
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1.Academic performance 

(including exam 

success, grades, 

literacy and numeracy 

skill levels) is a strong 

predictor of leaving 

school early

Based on this evidence, 

this statement is

A) True

B) False

C) Unknown (not 

enough evidence)



What does the evidence say about the strongest predictors of 

student disengagement from school?
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2. Suspensions and 

expulsions significantly 

decrease chances of 

Year 12 attainment

Based on this evidence, 

this statement is

A) True

B) False

C) Unknown (not 

enough evidence)



What does the evidence say about the strongest predictors of 

student disengagement from school?
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3. Cognitive 

disengagement (such as 

mild misbehaviour) is a 

strong predictor of 

leaving school early

Based on this evidence, 

this statement is

A) True

B) False

C) Unknown (not 

enough evidence)



What does the evidence say about the strongest predictors of 

student disengagement from school?
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4. Family socio-economic 

status is a stronger 

predictor of dropout than 

academic performance 

and student behaviour

Based on this evidence, 

this statement is

A) True

B) False

C) Unknown (not 

enough evidence)



12Confidential. For the use of Evidence for Learning's client only. Written permission required for any other use.



Panel discussion: Identifying students at risk of 

disengagement during (a) remote learning and (b) return to 

school sites
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Panel discussion: Identifying students at risk of 

disengagement during (a) remote learning and (b) return to 

school sites
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What is the evidence on taking action to support students?

18Confidential. For the use of Evidence for Learning's client only. Written permission required for any other use.



Panel discussion: Supporting students at risk of 

disengagement during the return to school sites
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Questions?
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Subscribe to our eNewsletter 

evidenceforlearning.org.au

Follow us on 

Twitter @E4Ltweets

Facebook Evidence for Learning

Get in touch

dtoon@evidenceforlearning.org.au

Links to resources

• Identifying and taking action for 

students at risk of disengagement 

from school during the phases of 

the COVID-19 response

• Insights for Early Action: Literature 

review (predictors of 

disengagement)

• Insights for Early Action: Using data 

and evidence to identify students

(2019 paper)

Note: Certificates of attendance will 

be sent to all after this webinar

http://evidenceforlearning.org.au/evidence-informed-educators/join/
https://twitter.com/E4Ltweets
https://www.facebook.com/EvidenceforLearning/
mailto:dtoon@evidenceforlearning.org.au
mailto:https://evidenceforlearning.org.au/research-and-evaluation/investigations-and-insights/insights-paper/
mailto:https://www.bastow.vic.edu.au/sites/default/files/2020-06/InsightsforEarlyAction_LiteratureReview_June2020.pdf
mailto:https://www.bastow.vic.edu.au/sites/default/files/2020-06/InsightsforEarlyAction_Paper_June2020.pdf
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