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We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, the elders of the 

Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation and pay respect to their elders past, 

present and emerging.

2



3

Susannah Schoeffel 

Associate Director

Evidence for Learning

@SusannahEduAu

@E4Ltweets

Confidential. For the use of E4L’s client only. Written permission required for any other use.

Barbara Barker

Research Manager

Australian Research Alliance 

for Children and Youth 

(ARACY)

@barbbarker17

@ARACYAustralia

Dr Tanya Vaughan

Associate Director

Evidence for Learning

@tvaughanEdu

@E4Ltweets



4

What is your role?

Where are you joining us from?

Let us know in the chat box.

You can adjust your settings in the chat box to let everyone know, 

or just send us a note.

Confidential. For the use of E4L’s client only. Written permission required for any other use.
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How many months of impact on average could be expected from parental 

engagement?

a. +1 month

b. +3 months 

c. +5 months 

Which of the following describes examples of practice from the highest impact to 

lowest impact (based on effect size) 

a. Shared reading, checking homework, text messages to parents

b. Checking homework, shared reading, text messages to parents

c. Text messages to parents, shared reading, checking homework 



• Working with parents to support children’s learning 

• Exploring the Teaching & Learning Toolkit 

• Four evidence-based recommendations 

• In conversation with Barbara Barker, ARACY

• Questions 
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• Engaging parents in the learning of 

their children can improve students’ 

learning by an average of three 

months.

• It is important to consider the age of the 

student when identifying strategies to 

work with parents.

7teachermagazine.com.au/articles/parental-engagement

https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/evidence-informed-parental-engagement


• Personalised school communications can 

improve children’s learning and attendance.

• Messages and letters are more effective “if they 

are personalised, linked to learning and 

promote positive interactions by, for example, 

celebrating success” (van Poortvliet, Axford, & 

Lloyd, 2018, p. 7).

8teachermagazine.com.au/articles/parental-engagement

https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/evidence-informed-parental-engagement


• Supports evidence-informed decision making

• Provides guidance on how to use their resources to improve outcomes for 

students

• Is an introduction to education research
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Average months’ worth of learning progress;

Cost to implement

Security of evidence
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11evidenceforlearning.org.au

Tablet or phone Laptop

http://evidenceforlearning.org.au/
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LaptopTablet or phone

evidenceforlearning.org.au/the-toolkits/

https://evidenceforlearning.org.au/the-toolkits/
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LaptopTablet or phone

evidenceforlearning.org.au/the-toolkits/the-teaching-and-learning-toolkit/

https://www.evidenceforlearning.org.au/the-toolkits/the-teaching-and-learning-toolkit/australasian-research-summaries/


14

Average cost

The approximate cost of 

implementing an approach.

Evidence security

Based on the quantity and 

the methodological quality of 

the available evidence, and 

the reliability or consistency 

of impact estimates. 

Months’ impact

The additional months' 

progress you can expect 

students to make as a result 

of an approach being used. 

https://evidenceforlearning.org.au/the-toolkits/the-teaching-and-learning-toolkit/full-toolkit/

https://evidenceforlearning.org.au/the-toolkits/the-teaching-and-learning-toolkit/full-toolkit/


15evidenceforlearning.org.au/teaching-and-learning-toolkit/parental-engagement/

https://evidenceforlearning.org.au/teaching-and-learning-toolkit/parental-engagement/


16https://evidenceforlearning.org.au/the-toolkits/the-teaching-and-learning-toolkit/australasian-research-

summaries/parental-engagement/

https://evidenceforlearning.org.au/the-toolkits/the-teaching-and-learning-toolkit/australasian-research-summaries/parental-engagement/


https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/evidence-informed-parental-engagement

https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/evidence-informed-parental-engagement
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• There is no one-size fits all approach.

• Be optimistic about the potential of working with parents.

• Evidence on effective strategies to work with parents to improve student’s 

learning is mixed. 

• Critically review your aims and current approaches. 
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• Support parents in a way that is appropriate for the age of the student(s).

• Support to make home activities more effective – moving from reading to having 

conversations during reading. 

• Setting up positive routines to encourage strong habits.  

• Consider summer reading initiatives – an area of promise. 
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• Well-designed communication can be effective in improving attainment and 

attendance. 

• Low cost, straightforward, easy entry for parents. 

• Two-way communication to build relationships. 

• Tailor messages for groups of parents where necessary.
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• Talk to parents to understand what would help them support learning, and 

plan with their needs in mind.

• All communication should start from the premise that parents are equal partners 

in learning.

• Establish expectations to encourage a consistent approach to behaviour. 
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Please use the Q&A box to ask any questions of Barbara, 

Tanya or Susannah
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Considerations for teachers and leaders 

• Are the parents of your students ready to engage in this way? 

• Have you considered what is required to establish trust with your school (how 

do you get them through the gate)?

Questions for reflection

• As a school leader, are there structures in your school that support teachers to 

engage parents in a constructive way (through student-led conferences, or 

digital platforms)?

• As a teacher, how can you enable parents to support student learning? What 

do they need to know, relevant to their child’s age and development?
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• Join our Evidence Informed Educator Network                           

evidenceforlearning.org.au/evidence-informed-educators/join/

• Webinar series evidenceforlearning.org.au/evidence-informed-educators/webinars/

• Subscribe to our eNews for updates evidenceforlearning.org.au/

• Follow us on Twitter @E4Ltweets and Facebook Evidence for Learning

• Comments and feedback please sschoeffel@socialventures.com.au

• The Guidance Report will be published on our website with existing Guidance Reports 

evidenceforlearning.org.au/guidance-reports/

http://evidenceforlearning.org.au/evidence-informed-educators/join/
https://www.evidenceforlearning.org.au/evidence-informed-educators/webinars/webinar-series-2019/
http://evidenceforlearning.org.au/evidence-informed-educators/join/
https://twitter.com/E4Ltweets
https://www.facebook.com/EvidenceforLearning/
mailto:Susannah%20Schoeffel%20%3csschoeffel@socialventures.com.au%3e
https://www.evidenceforlearning.org.au/guidance-reports/
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